
THE BATTLE ABOVE THE CLOUDS

Ordered to Make a Demonstration Gen Geary Bridges Lookout

Creek and Assails the flights

By GEN EUGENE POWELL

It is probable that no action of the late
civil war created so much comment and
gave ne to so much satisfaction to the
loyalists as did the capture of Lookout
Mountain That assault is generally
known as the Battle Above the Clouds

A question has olten been asked Was
the capture of Lookout Mountain planned
or ordeicd or was its capture the result
of circumstances that arose after a dem-

onstration
¬

upon its lough rugged side had
actually begun

A brjof review of the situation and of
the military forces then and thei c con-

fronting
¬

one another may help to answer
this question and throw some light upon

what was proposed to do and what was
done by those who then controlled such
matters and were shaping such events

After the defeat of the Union army at
Chickamauga it fell back and took shelter
behind the defenses of Chattanooga
Bragg followed and took up a positiouin
front on Missionary Kidgc and also upon

the flank of the Union army upon the

St eater bights of Lookout Mountain
From these respective bights the Confed ¬

erate commander looked down upon the
Union aimj To some visitors who called
upon him at his headquarters on Mis
Bionaiv Jtidgc he said that he held oer
there pointing to the Union arm some
40000 prisoners but as he had not the
provisions on hand to feed them he had
deferred taking formal possession of
them and preferred for the time being
that they should feed themselves as best
thev could Had he taken possession of
them it is probable that the rations that
he would have issued to them would not
have been less than was the pittance that
the Union commander was able to dole out
to his own soldiers

BANGER or CAPTURE

This situation and the danger of the
capture of the Union army put Hookers
forces the Eleventh and Twelfth Corps
of the Army of the Potomac and Sher¬

mans Army of the Mississippi in motion
for the relief of Braggs so called prison-
ers

¬

cooped up about Chattanooga and
whom Bragg had declined to gather in
At the same time Giant started to take
personal command of all the Union forces
that should be concentrated at Chatta-
nooga

¬

Hookers movement was by rail ana
was a most remaikable one for the speed
with which it came as his troops did not
disembark from the cars from the time
they entered the same until they leached
their several destinations on the Nashville

Chattanooga Bailroad in the vicinity of
Bridgepoit Ala

The arrival of Grant and of Hookers
forces upon the field of their new opera-

tions
¬

was simultaneous Giants first
move was to furnish provisions or open
op the Cracker line as it was called
for the relief of the Union army then un-

der
¬

command of Thomas To accomplish
this Hooker crossed the Tennessee Itivcr
near Bridgeport and moved down the
Wauhatchie Valley with such troops as he
could spare from the defense of the rail-
road

¬

line and struck the Tennessee River
again at Browns Ferry uniting there
with troops sent from Chattanooga in ef-
fecting

¬

which Hookers forces wcie as-

saulted
¬

in the night near Wauhatchie
Station by Confederate fcrces from off
Lookout Mountain from which bights
they could look down upon every move-
ment

¬

of Hooker and conld perfect their
plans accordingly The result of that
night battle was that Hooker drove what-
ever

¬

Confederates there were within that
district back upon Lookout Mountain
thus establishing connection upon a direct
line between Bridgeport and Chattanoo-
ga

¬

That line thus established was never
broken or interrupted by the Confederates
and was ample to furnish the Union army
with all the supplies and reinforcements
reeded so that eventually it won the
great battle of Chattanooga

After the battle of Wauhatchie Hook-
ers

¬

forces took a permanent position near
the battlefield his picket line being along
Lookout Creek From the point where
that stream enters the Tennessee River
thence for several miles up that stream
the course of that creek was parallel
with the mountains The Confederates
occupying the mountain established their
picket line at the bank of the creek near
the foot of the mountain so that email
stream separated the two armies At
several points across that small stream
these pickets at times had talks and ex ¬

changed many articles from their respect-
ive

¬

stores I believe the truce thus es-
tablished

¬

by these soldiers was never
broken by a hostile shot as on both sides
those pickets walked their beats openly
and in plain sight of one another

biier jans FoncES comino
During the time Shermans forces were

marching across the country from Mem ¬

phis and it so happened that as the head
of the column of Shermans command
reached ns Longstrcets forces of Braggs
army could be plainly seen as they moved
away from Missionary Ridge in their dis-
astrous

¬

attempt to capture Knoxvilie Agreater blunder was never made by the
Confederate authorities than that move ¬

ment by Longstrect made at the very
moment when the Union commander was
ready to strike

Gen Grant planned that Sherman
should move up the Tennessee River
cross the river beyond the Confederate
right then open on them making a flank
attack It was expected that this at¬

tack would drive the Confederate forces
toward Braggs center then nearlv in front
of Chattanooga This accomplished
Thomas was to move forward with the
Army of the Cumberland and assaultBraggs center on Missionary Ridge By
these movements it was expected Braggs
army would be defeated and possibly
captured As a reinforcement for Sher-
man

¬

Howards Corps the Eleventh was
withdrawn from Hooker in Wauhatchie
Valley and ordered to join Sherman in his
attack on Braggs right or in what was
planned as the crowning movement of thebattle

Sherman met with such stubborn re ¬

sistance that his assault did not meet
with the success anticipated But at theappointed time the forces under Thomas
movfsl forward upon their assault upon
Bragg s center and carried everj thing be ¬

fore them and Braggs broken beatenarmy fled in utter rout before that grand
advance of the Army of the Cumberland

At the time of Shermans assault upon
Bragg s right Hooker was ordered to
make a demonstration with what was
left of bis forces which was Gearys Di-
vision

¬

on Lookout Mountain which wasthe extreme left of Braggs line This
demonstration was to have been a diver ¬

sion in the interest of Sherman with aTlew of preventing Bragg from sending
additional troops from that part of hist told Sherman After How-
ard

¬

s Corps had been withdrawn fromHooker Geary s Division yet remained inWauhatchie Valley and at once extendedIts picket line to cover that space thathad been occupied by the Eleventh Corps
In addition to its own

At that time I was attached to Gearys
Division in the capacity of LieutenaiitColonel in command of the CCth Ohioand It so happened that I came on dutyas division oflicer of the dav the day be--

fcM ciuuiisir iiion nnc rnii i
Honlf fiV fnrM T I ri 1uutoui JiountainAfter I assumed these duties and whileriding along the picket line close to Looknt Greek at the point near the right ofeur line far up stream I chancedto notice the knees of a dam that had
power to drive a small grist mill that wassituated on our sido of the creek theknees projecting quite a distance above

I
it

the surface of the stream The situation
made quite an iuipiession upon my mind
as 1 rode off to continue my rounds of the
picket hue

A DEUOrsSTRATION ORDERED

During the night following while at
niy tent 1 was awakened by the rapid
riding of an Orderly approaching who
upon being halted by the sentinel at my
tent sang out I have oideis foi Col
Tow ell I immediately got up stepped
out and inquiied as to what was wanted
The Orderly stated that Gen Geaiy de-
sired

¬

to see me at his headquarters at
once 1 requested the Ordeily to wait a
moment and we would nde over there to
gcthei but before getting there I no-
ticed

¬

that the Generals tents were light-
ed

¬

up which to my mind indicated that
a movement for us was at hand

Upon reaching Gen Gearys headquar-
ters

¬

I dismounted and went in the Gen
eral sat there surrounded by a number of
staff officers in addition to bis own these
were from Grants and Hooker s head- -

quaitcis and had undoubtedly brought
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Struggle tite Up Ok dizzy
Geary his orders and were waiting to see
the movement bein It struck me as I
entered Gearys tent that I had seldom
looked upon a more silent solemn party
hut Geary broke the silence by saying

Colonel I have sent for you 1 have or
to make a demonstration unon Look

out Mountain i wisn to know where and
how X nm to cross that creek with inv
command

It is not that Gen Geary in
presence of the staff officers who had

brought him his orders would have men-
tioned

¬

to me his having orders to make a
demonstration on Lookout if
those orders were that he should assault
and capture it but Gen Geary then add ¬

ed to what he had already said as to what
his orders were that he intended to show
the world what his ideas of a demonstra-
tion

¬

meant
So I think that Gen Geary then upon

his own responsibility resolved that he
would make the most of his orders and
push a demonstration to the utmost lim-
its

¬

that a construction of that phrase
would admit of showing that in bis own
mindhe had already turned a demonstra-
tion

¬

into an assault and was going to
make a reality of it That resolve of
Gen Geary and the subsequent success
of the reserve pickets in building a foot-
bridge

¬

across that creek were very im ¬

portant factors in one of the most suc-
cessful

¬

and brilliant assaults upon what
was as an impregnable position
that the annals of war make mention of
And anyone today standing upon Look-
out

¬

point and surveying the surrounding
scenes would say that an average body
of soldiers could defend it against all of
the soldiers that could be made to climb
up against it But the and in-
cidents

¬

of the moment turned in favor of
Geary and against the Confederates and
these sometimes have as much to do in
determining the results of warfare as do
valor and endurance as victory is not al ¬

ways to the strong or the race to the
swift

Gen Gearys inquiry of me as to where
he could cross Lookout Creek caused the
situation at the dam to flash across my
mind and I It to him and
stated to him that I thought I could lash
rails boards etc to thoe knees and
make a good foot bridge Geary
the proposition at once told me to cturn
to my picket line take the reserve piekets
and build that bridge and by that time
he would be at the little mill just back
of that point with his division and would
cross over upon Lookout Mountain

BUILDINO Of THE UniDQE
I withdrew at once mounted my horse

and was soon moving with my pickets tocarry out the orders When I reached
the open space at the dam the moon was
shining making it quite light but soon
thereafter clouds of mist settled downupon the mountain side and it grew quite
dark

I halted the pickets at the site of
proposed bridge and told the men whatthe orders were I slid that it was prob-
able

¬
that as soon as we began building

the bridge the Confederates would begin
firing upon us as we then could hear theenemy moving in the underbrush bevond
I said that I wanted half of my force to
cross the creek by climbing from knee to
knee and when over to form a half circle
for the protection of the bridge builders
who necessarily would be unarmed and
defenseless and that the men who shouldgo over would draw the fire of the enemy

themselves and return such fire aseffectively as possible and thus 1 posted
the men at work

I called for volunteers to cross the
creek there was a complete silence for
n time when a soldier stated he wouldgo then another and it was evident thatthe whole command would go so I di ¬

vided my command ns nearly equal as to
numbers as 1 could and directed the right
to sling their guns across their shoulders
and climb across the bridge upon theirhands and knees This was done andsoon a part of my force was on the en ¬

emys side of the stream boing the first
Union soldiers to reach there Then Iplaced a soldier on each knee and directed
the others on our side of the stream taget rails boards etc and pieces of rope
from the mill These wero handed out tothe soldiers on the knp s nml tlm tisecurely and soon we had a good solid
foot bndgc upon which men In single rankcould move safely and rapidly This
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torn off the dam the water passed under
the foot bridgo without any resistance
from it Much to our surprise not a

had been fired by the enemy
Upon the completion of the bridge I

went back to the mill and found Gen
Geary there at the head of his division
I told him that I had completed the
bridge He said he would go to the bridge
with us and examine it We walked
there together As soon as Geary taw
what a good solid foot bridge had been
made and that some of my men were al-

ready
¬

on the other side he thanked me
heartily for the good work that the pick-
ets

¬

had been able to accomplish as until
then he had no idea how or where he
would be to cross creek

Gen Geary directed me to take my
place at the bridge and as his men came
forward not to allow a foot of one of
them to conic up unless another one should
take its place saying every second of tuna
was of vital impoitanee to us that I
should urge and press cveiy man forwaid
and duect that they push right up the
mountain side to the foot of the pali-
sades

¬

Gen Geary then returned to his
division and in a few moments around

the path from the hill the column
came ciossed the foot budge and went
climbing up the mountain Mile as he had
directed whcie we joined them and at
once moved forward far above the heads
of the Confederate pickets who yet re
mained in ignorance of our movements
along the line of Lookout Creek watching
our pickets upon the opposite side Our
rapidly advancing troops drove in the out-
lying

¬

i osts of the enemy and this enabled
Geaiy to come almost upon their main
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for Mastery Far Those Hights

ders

probable

Mountain

regarded

accidents

described

accepted

upon

shot

able that

upon

camps which were situated near the foot
of the palisades at the point of the moun-
tain

¬

fronting Chattanooga before- - the
army had full knowledge that he had
ciossed the creek virtually making a sur ¬

prise of it and enabling him to get tin
better of the battle upon that elevated
plateau the progress of which was beiiii
eagerly watched by the Array of the Ciim
bciland who could bee through the float ¬

ing mists the incessant flashes of the op ¬

posing guns and the movements of the
hostile troops as they struggled for the
mastery far up on those dizzy hights mak ¬

ing a living picture seldom witnessed and
one that may never be repeated with any
hope of success

1LAO MutoTED OV A nNVACLE
After the enemys piekets were aware

of Gearys movements- and knew that he
had passed along above their heads they
flew from the line of Lookout Clock and
sought to reach their tcntb Then an-
other

¬

foot bridge was easily made by our
pontomers farther down the stream upon
which Osterhauss Division and other
troops ciossed and joined Geary the
night following the enemy began to evac-
uate the mountain and eaily in the morn ¬

ing some biave soldiers of Whitakeis
Brigade climbed up the palisades and
planted the Stars and Stripes upon the
highest point on Lookout Mountain and
as the uprising sun dispelled the mist and
presented that scene to view the sight or
oui flag living there in all of its glory
sent u thrill of enthusiasm throughout the
Anay of the Cumberland and inspiied
those soldiers for their brilliant assault
upon Braggs center on Missionary Ridge

After the-- battle of Chattanooga had been
won a Confederate picket party some 20
in number came-- in at the foot bridge
from off Lookout Mountain and gave
themselves up as prisoucis stating that
they saw the force building the bridge
but as that force was small they decided
it was meiely a scouting party and they
would let us come over Then they would
charge us and cut us off from the bridge
and capture our entire paity so they de ¬

cided not to lire on or molest us hut when
the bridge was completed what was their
surprise at seeing not the b ilanee of our
piekets coming over but iin toad Gearys
Division and on the run

Then they saw it was too late to fire or
retreat so they hid themselves in the
bushes being cut off fiom regaining tlieIi
own camps or giving the alaim by Gearys
rapiu movement anil as tlie bait c-- went
against them they decided that they would
coint- - in anu surrenucr winch thev did
crossing upon the foot bridiro which iliev
had allowed to be built Had that Confed- -

eiate-- picket line done its duty and ns
soon as they saw that we wero endeav
oring to cross the creek begun filing upon
us no iiriuge would nave hpen built at
least not in the way or in the time that
we-- bunt it anu the battle above be
clouds might have resolved Itself into
what was intended n demonstration on
Lookout Mountain But the success of
these bridge builders made the captuie of
Lookout Mountain possible and what u is
possible Gearys troops generally attainedThe glorj of the Stars and Stripes waving
over ioouout Mountain and the victory
above the clouds was to some-- extent
achieved by those brave pickets who inthe darkness of the night built the-- foot ¬
bridge that carried Gearvs mm Knrnv
over on Lookout Thus by the sueeess nf
those pickets m building a bridge across
Lookout ClCCk nt tin foot nf flio
tain Geary was able to turn a demolish a
tion into the famous battle above thoclouds and the sight that followed of theStars and Stripes floating in triumph fromthat lofty peak helped to inspire the Army
of the Cumberland then standing upon
the lowlands about Chattanooga for theirbrilliant dash upon Missionary Ridge and
in that rush they broke Braggs line ofbattle Into fragments and took more guns
and prisoners from his army than he hadcaptured at Chickamauga

A Ilia Iruin is not needwl in
commends itself s ivs Mr Arti
Krause of Lorraine Ohio In speaking
of Dr Peters Blood Vitalizer and who ¬

ever used It once will usn t mnii tiiioccasion require It Is not only a valuable
ucUUj uui oho oi me actual neeess

of life
A hundred vears nf nnfnt i

demonstrated the merits of this remedy
oi to ue uau at drug stores soldssssrs J vk5boards had been nue Chicago Illinoi- -
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FIGHTING THEM OYER

To--
What the Veterans Have to Say

About Their Campaigns
t

CliAMPIOiVSJULL
A 46th Ohio Veteran Replies to a Confede-

rates
¬

Statements
Editok National Triijune A short

time since while looking through the
Southern Bivouac of which 1 have sev-

eral
¬

volumes I came aeidss an article
headed The Key to Vickslmig signed
Thos O Hall company anil le giment not
given but who from what 1 can gather
from his wiitmg must have been u mem ¬

ber of Lonngs Division which for exag-
geration

¬

and error eeitainly takes the
cake As Capt Henry Milburn 18th
Ind in his answer to Old Boy OSth
Ohio refers to the-- same subject and as 1

was tbar oi tharabouts at that tune
and as the time seems very propitious I
will with your consent proceed to toueh
up both 1 will take up Thos O Halls
aiticle at the battle of Champions Hill
vvhe iu he sajs This caused an order to
issue from Gen lembeitoit to all division
coiniuandeis to piepaie u geucinl line of
defense for an engagement next day so
the older was complied with on the night
of May 15 and the center of this line laj
directly across the lull land of an old
man named Champion

Net moining about 3 oclock the entiie
aimy coins was awakened by a new kind
of long roll and it proved to be-- a shot
from a 1- - pounder hied by the bedcials
A sadder shot probably was never hied
dining the war The lesidenee of old man
Champion was penetiatcd by the non
messenger and two of his daughters and a
Coiifuleiate Lieutenant were killed us it
while other occupants naiiowiy escaped
with their lives Uhis shot was icsponded
to in a feeble way bv our artilleiy anu
slowly but surely the cannonading m- -

cicased as the-- batteries neared each other
An houi later and the-- rattle of miisketiy
nt a distance could be heanl and as day ¬

light dawned the baldest and most closely
contested battle fought m the Depattiiieut
of the Gulf during the-- war was m prog-
ress

¬

At the-- time lie mentions o oclock on
the morning of May 10 Jbui the Federal
ami or that pait of it that fought that
battle was in camp and sound asleep sit
or eight miles from Champions Hill Ah in
I lloveys Tweltth Division Thirteenth
Aimy Corps the division that captuied
and never le Iiuquished The Key to Vieks
buig and made it so very inteiesting to
our friends in gray occupying the ground
in our front did not Ie av u their camp until
between 5 and i oclock and did not arrive
at the-- Champion plantation until about
D oclock Cos II and I Kith Ind were
detailed for skirniisheis that morning My
company I was on the light flank and as
the road seemed to tienu to the left all
the way it kept us on the jump to keel
ahead of the column and the cuss wonts
used that morning by our boys vei some ¬

thing to make good old Chaplain Robbs
hair curl could he have-- heaid them and
eveiybody was included in these remarks
from the private-- on the-- light Hank up to
Gen Grant

Just at the time we struck the planta-
tion

¬

Seig David Wilkv 1st Ind Caw
who with vvcriI men was ndiiig in front
came back and icnoited seveial battel ie s
of artillery with heavy nifaiitiy suppoits
in position on the hill a shoit distance
ahead An immediate halt was ordeied
md line of battle fotined This line as
I reineiube i it was about naiallel to the
Champion house whuh was used as a
hospital during and lifter the battle The
10th Ohio Battery was to tile right of the
house-- in a held with the skirmishers of
my company pel haps 100 yards in their
front Just be fore we got the-- word that
the enemy was at bay we lan into and
took in out of the wet 0 oi 40 giaj
backs They said they had been in the
hospital at Jackson and Weie- - going to
Vieksburg to join their lcginients but as
we-- woe headed that way Ourselves and
met them I could never get it figured out
to suit me After waiting here for half
or three quarters of an hour the sku
mishers we-ic- - oulered to advance into the
woods about li00 yards in ft out We had
barely gotten under cover when we ran
on to a snag and from that time until the
hnal advanee-- was made at 111 we had
it hot and heavy

Up to the time-- when we went into the
woods the-ic-- had not been a shot hied
by either infantiy or aitiller No shot
or shell hied by our aitillerv nassed
through the Champion house-- at the tune
mentioned or at any other tune during the
battle ns then position was such as to
pi cellule anything of the kind The kill
mg of two of Champions daughtt is and
a Confederate Lieutenant is siniplv a
myth If anything of the kind had hap ¬

pened I would surely have heard of it
Our division was on the-- ground until the
IDtli collecting the wounded and biiiymg
tho dead and 1 was at the hospital seveial
tunes talking to the bojs and no one men
Honed it neither did I see any shot holes
in the house I did hear that a colored
hoy sent to the-- well by some-- of the of
iiccis for a pitcher of water had his head
taken off by a rebel shell hut as 1 could
hnd no blood then- - 1 set that down as an¬

other war stoiy
A little luither along Mr Hall says
There were nine icmn Hits of divisions

which with a fev outside cavalry and ar-
tillery

¬

companies made up A lespe etable
in my coips oi about 17000 men and these
chivalrous brothels matched side by side
into an unlimited army of the enemy The
Kedeials fiemieiitlv brought un fiesh
troops to relieve those that had fought
preceding them anil this mode of assault
was a great advantage to them but Lor- -

K oi goou clean work-- lulim un re i r
divisions on our side-- to lemain long enough
10 euauie tnose-- lelieveil to clean guns and
prepare-- to continue the struggle

Now let us see home thing about this
unlimited aimj that the 17000 chival-

rous
¬

biotheis had to buck against
Hoveys Division compiling nine regi-
ments

¬

of infantry and four batteries of
aitilleiy took into the liIit J180 men
and as oms was I think about an aveiuge division in noiiit of stu ntli tins
would give SiJOO men for Hoveys nml
Loganj divisions This was the unlim
ited army that the 17000 chivalrous
brothers rff Iemberton had to march into
at the beginning of the light and with
not a single company left behind us to
say Give it to em boys and we will
back you

Later on Ouinbi s Division came un
and was sent to our suppoit and nevei

Nippon more anxiously looKetl for
as we had foimht tlirei- - m-- fnur tiiins
back and foiwud over thd ground heroic
they icaehed us and for a while it looked
ns if they too would want supporting
but Logan swinging bi3 men to the leftgot so close- - to Ieinbei tons lino of reheatthat the-- prcssuie In our front gave way
and that settled the mUter

Estimating the strength of Quinbys
Division as equal to that of Logans or
Hoveys Division we had 12510 men as
against their 17000

The most despi rate and protracted of
the lOths lighting was nearand around n
log cabin and near wlleie the guns weiecaptured Here the tide- - or battle- - ebbed

l flowed The guns wctc lost and won
lhe lirst Brigade would picss forward
viiure uniy to oe urnen liacK to again ad ¬

vance in pursuit H r6 many of the regi-
ment

¬

fell Gen Hovey in his report
speaks of the contest at this point as fol
lows The contest here was continued
for over an hour by my forces For over
000 yards up the-- hill my division gallant-
ly

¬

drove the enemy before them capturing
BUJS al1 nLr 0 prisoners under fire
- 11 lniV Co1- - McCnuley and 2thWis Col Gill captuied tin- - four guns

on the brow of tiie lull ut the point of thebayonet The Kith Ind Col Bringhurst
gallantly drove the enemy from threeguns on the right of tho road and Col
Bynam with the 21th Iowa charged a
uattel7of uvc suns on the left of the
road killing gunners and horses and cap-
turing

¬

several prisoners
SS 9rant in his Memoirs says

Iho battle of Champions Hill lasted
about four hours Imri rn n nnnini
by two or three hours of skirmishing some
j - uiuiusi rose to the dignity of abattle Every man of Hoveys Division
and of McPhersons two Divisions was

engaged during the battle Xo other part about five miles when the enemy opened
of my command was engaged at all except
ns described before

Again Mr Hall says From 9 to 11
a in the battle raged fearfully and the
dead nnd wounded from both sides lay so
thick that it would have been possible to
have leaped from one corpse to another for
a distance of three miles but in some
places they were absolutely oiled three
and four high On the Federal side most
soldiers killed were Dutch whose appear
ance indicated that they had been im
ported especially to get killed in trying to
kill the Southern cause for the money they
got

1retty tough on the Dutch isnt it I All
our regiments contained more or less of
tho men Mr Hall stales Dutch but even
he cannot say they did not stand up to
the rack like good soldiers and hue and
take-- their mcdiciuu with the rest of us
The-- one thing that puzzles me is how did
Mr Hall obtain his information 1 won ¬

der if he is sure he did nut make a mis ¬

take and count a dead Irishman for a dead
Dutchman now and then Be this as it
may you can put me down us voicing the
sentiments of every man iu the Kith Ind
when 1 sav we had a veiv waim fee Inn
iu our hearts for the Dutch and the fact
that Mr Hall discovered so many of them
dead on the battlefield goes to show that
our commence was not misplaced and
that they would do to tie to There was
one-- incident of the-- light aiiiuid the little
log cabin on tfie lull that t do not think
had a parallel during the war or any other
war for that matter Gen Hovey had or-
dered

¬

Capt James Mitchell 10th Ohio
Battery to send two of his guns to our
assistance but he asked as a special fa ¬

vor that he be permitted to take his guns
into action personally This request was
granted and it caused the division the
loss of one of its bravest and best olliceis
as the Captain was shot from his horse
just after giving the oide r Limber to the
rear and died n few boms later While
hotly engaged at this point a rebel batte iy
of two guns came on to the held on a gal-
lop

¬

on the hill in our front and about a
mile away and coming under the hrc-- of
Capt Mitchells guns vvns then and thc ie
swept out of existence before they could
unhmber or fire a single shot A span of
laige roan horses belonging to this bat ¬

tel y with corn husk collars and rawhide
tugs broke away dashed through their
line of battle up the lull through our line
ami came-- to a halt alongside of Capt
Mitchells guns just as he gave his ordei
Limber to the rear They were hitched

to a 12 pounder brass Napoleon gun be¬

longing to one of the batteries we had cap
hired and hauled it off the held I think
tins was the only gun saved out of the 11
captuied by our division that day This
gun was retained by the Kith Ohio Bat-
tery

¬

taking pait at the siege of Vieks-
burg

¬

and causing more disturbance than
a Government muie whether from a spirit
of mate devilishness or a determination
not to light against its friends I never
learned Whether from the rugged na-
ture

¬

of the ground that prevented them
from getting up the hill or from some--
other cause our batteries with the ex
ception of these two guns did not cet
into action until some time later when
getting a good position on a hill where
they had an enfilading fire on the enemy
they contributed moie than a little to the
final result of the battle

Now just a few words with Cant
Henry Milburn 48th Ind He sajs Old
isoy Oath Ohio is off his base when he
sajs Gen Logan commanded the Thud
Division Seventeenth Corns Now I
think the Captain is just the least hit off
himself when he says Division Com-
mander

¬

Gen Crocker of Third Division
Seventeenth Corns until he did it as a
Coips Comniandei If the Captain will
polish up his buttons and get at the solid
raets in the case he will hnd that Gen
Ouinby was in command of the Third
Division Seventeenth Corps during that
campaign And will the Captain please
till us where and when was Gen Crocker
in command of a corps and give us its
number l may be mistaken m the book
but I think Gen Grant in his Mcmoiis
speaks of Gen Crocker ns having resigned
on account of ill health and returning
home died shortly after from disease of
the hfngs It may have been in the Rebel ¬

lion Records that I saw it hut no doubt
some of the comrades have both books
and can tell us who is right R II
Mautin Co I 4Cth Ind Delphos Ohio

THE 34lh OHIO

A Hard Campaign In which the Regiment
was conspicuously naeca

EniToit National Tuiiiuse It is a
long tune since I have seen anything from
the-- lth Ohio and with my diary bcfoie
me 1 will try to give you a few lines of
their doings during the month of July
18151 Our legiment had just returned
from Lynchburg and that poition of it
ulnili hail been mounted during that laid
turned in their horses and aecoutcrments
and lcsuinc d their infantry taetiesr when
we were-- oiileied to the Shenandoah Val-
ley

¬

and the Ohio River being vciy low
the regiment was moved to larkersburg
by installments the first of which con
sisted of Cos A B and G under com ¬

mand of Maj Luther Furnev
Wo left Chaileston W Va on July

0 on the Victor No 3 and proceeded
to Galhpohs where we exchanged boats
taking the-- Ohio Valley to Racine w here
we were transfeired to the Gen Crook
which landed us at the foot of Buthngtoii
Island We then went on board the Cot ¬

tage No 2 which took us to Bleniier
luissetts Island The Julia carried us
to Iaikcisbiug This occupied the 0th
10th ami 11th We reached iaikersburg
at 2 p m die vv three dajs rations and
at U 10 p in took the-- cars for Cumberland
whole we arrived nt l oclock p m of the
l tli nnd stopping a few moments only
stalled for Maitmsburg riding nil night
m box cars reached Cherry Run at 3

oclock a in of the 13th where we rested
until 10 then started on foot for Maitms
burg a distance of lo miles where we ar-
rived at 7 n in wearv and huniriv Mai
Funiey was bo ill that he was left at
1arkeisburg and the command devolved
upon me

We weio now iu an entirely new lo- -
caiitj with no other union troops in the
vicinity and my command was Kent verv
busy fully one half being on duty at once
anu no let up on the loth 1 was joined
by 41 enlisted men of Co I and on the
ltlth I was ordered to repoit to the Bng
ade Commander Col Duval who armed
nbout noon with part of the brigade w ho
instructed me to bring my whole force to
town for provost duty

I arrived at the Court House at 3 p m
and placed 120 guards in and around the
town I worked haid and was nearly
dead for waut of sleep I quote from my
diaiy

Gen Avcrill arrived on the 17th and
took command and orders aie multiply-
ing

¬

Lieut Butlers is now acting as lro
v ost Marbliil and Lieut Briinsou as Ad-
jutant

¬

of the force No news of impoit-
anee

¬

to bo ielied upon and nothing from
the regiment

July 18 The rest of the regiment
came in in the afternoon nnd details arc
as heavy as ever The lest of the reci- -
ment weie paid and there are rumors that
the ray master will be here shottly and
pay us The legiuieut was ordered to be
iu readiness to move nt a moments warn-
ing

¬

but my four companies are to lemain
on provost duty and at 2 p in they were
orueieu on board the cars for the back
track By my special request Mai Fur- -
ney was left in command nnd everything
moveu oit well as the Jlaior is verv
sinet as i iovost viarshil

July 19 The brigade received march
ing orders jesteiday and left this morning
leaving Maj Funiey with his command
In charge of matters in town and at 10 a
m I received oidcrs to take Cos G nnd I
out to the left of town to support Capt
Classics battery Went out and made
anungements to stay for the night but nt
f p m Co I was ordered back to town
and at 1130 p in I received orders to join
Lieut CoI Shaw on the Winchester like
witli my command at daybreak

July 20 Started at 2 30 and at day ¬

break joined the regiment and moved on
toward Winchester overtaking thebrigade 10 miles from Mnrtins
burg nt a place cnlled Bunker
Hill Tho whole forco tlinn mural
on and at nooii met some skirmishers of
the rebels and preparations were made for
a fight the cavalry on the flankp and theinfantry in columns of comnnnips mnrch
mg uy tne uanK to tho front and the ar-

- u i i
on us with artillery quite briskly Our
infantry was then formed iu line of battle
and advanced slowly our skirmishers
meeting a good deal of resistance One
of our batteries opened on them and si-

lenced
¬

their artillery Our line was again
advanced nnd we met the enemy advan-
tageously

¬

posted in a wood and in heavy
force but as defeat was almost tanta
mount to annihilation we continued to ad ¬

vance and vigorously attacked them nnd
after a determined struggle drove them
from the held capturing four splendid
brass 12 pounder Napoleon guns the
horses nnd caissons between 120 nnd
1300 prisoners and killing and wounding
over liOO more with a loss of 200 killed
and wounded on our side Our force in
the-- fight was 1300 infantry 400 cavalry
and batteries The prisoners acknowl ¬

edged their force to have been 5000 in-
fantry

¬

the battery and 1000 cavalry or
more than three to one with the advan
tage of position After the main hirlit
thcie was skirmishing nnd some artilleiy
piactjce

We lay on our arms until after dark
and then withdrew nbout three miles tak-
ing

¬

a good defensible position and camp
ed for the night During the night the
lebels retieated some distance nnd the cav
alry took possession of the towr and at
10 a m of the 21st our whole force match ¬

ed into the place and through it to a nicegrove whcie we encamped anil remained
until the morning ot the 21th rchlling our
cartridge boves and resting up Mean-
while

¬

Gen Crook arrived with the remain-
der

¬

of the Kanawha Division and theve
vvns more or less skirmishing nt the front
every day and our position was taken on
the extreme right flank of the Division
behind a stone wall in column of regi
ments in echelon

I ngnin quote from my dinry
July 24 Skirmishing began early

well out in front with our cavalry which
was rc infoiced at different times until the
whole force was engaged At 4 p in our
brigade was nttnekid and at 5 was driven
from the field the 34th losing very heavily
Col Shnw was mortally wounded nnd died
during the night Our brigade wis in the
rear and mnrched in line of battle some
seven or eight miles which was very fa- -
uguiiig on me icit oi the viartinsbiirg
like by a circuitous road of 28 or 30
miles Marched all night reaching Mai
tinsburg nt 8 n m

July 25 Founed line of battle out ¬

side of tow n and had some brisk skir-
mishing

¬

in the foieuoon when our forces
fell back about a half mile towaid Hngers
town In the afternoon Gen Crook
formed nearly his whole force the cav-
alry

¬

on the flanks the infantrv in columns
of divisions and stormed the town driv
ing the rebels in confusion to their former
position lhe union forces were again
withdrawn and the retreat commenced
Ours was the last regiment in line of hat
tie the othc rs hav ing retired by the Hank
In this light we lost Sergeant Martin
Color Sergeant and one or two moiekilled and five or six wounded reached the

ford near Williamsport nt 2 oclock a inor the 20th and forded the river as soon
ns we could see to do so safely marched
to Sharpsbtirg and encamped for thenight the cavalry meeting a force of the
enemy at the ford and driving them
back

July 27 Started for Harpers Ferry
and passing that place and Maryland
Hights encamped in Pleasant Valley re
maming all night resting

July 28 Remained in camp making
reports drawing rntions etc until 5 p
m then crossed the pontoon bridge at
the Ferry and marched over BolivarHights Va and encamned in some nomk
at 8 oclock p m and went to bed

my J- - Remained quietly in camp
July 30 Was this forenoon nrdpnvl

to appear before the Surgeon for examin-
ation

¬

He told me I would never be able
to marcu any moie and ordered me to hold
myself in readiness for removal to hos-
pital

¬

Waited until I was tired then rode
one of the horses of Col Franklin to theberry wheie the Medical Director gave
me permission to go where I pleased

Col Fiankhn being quite an invalid
concluded to go to Frederick City nnd
asked me to accompany him which I did
remaining there until the time of such who
had not re enlisted had expired when we
came to Columbus Ohio and were mus-
tered

¬

out I hope some other one of theregiment will give the history of the bat-
tles

¬

of the Shenandoah Valley under Sher-
idan

¬

in which the regiment was engaged
IIiiiam 1tCK Captain Co G 34th

Ohio Weeping Water Neb

Elowlne Up of the City of Madison
Ejjitoi Xation al Tribune On Aug

19 1MJ2 I was mustered into the TJ S
seivicc Aug 10 1SC3 I was one of the
detail that was helping to load the boat
with ammunition The detail in nirf it
not all was from the First Brigade Tenth
division anutecntli UorDS The liriuaile
was composed of the S3d and IMith Ohio
2M Wis and GOth and 07th Ind There
weie two reliefs each working 30 min-
utes

¬

My relief had just been relieved
tome of the boys were sitting around on
the bow of the hoat I and nnnHir r rnm--
rade walked out and were sitting on the
bank a few jards away when the fust ex
plosion occurred lucre weie two ex-
plosions

¬

a few seconds apart the first
supposed to be a single shell the second
the blow ing up of all the ammunition At
the first repoit I looked up and saw the
smoke coming through the hatchway I
jumped to my feet just as the old boat
went to atoms- - and ran with all my might
behind the neaiest building knowing thatwhat goes up must come down

After I got over ray scare I went back
and wheie I had been sitting there was
almost a foot of rubbish composed of al-
most

¬

evcnthinir that bdnnirvl tn tlm lm it
If I had sat still I surely would have lostmy life If I am not mistaken the am-
munition

¬

was that which was captured atvieksburg the soldiers were carrying iton board and handing it down the hatch
hole to some colored men who were stow-
ing

¬

it away Two of the darkies got out
before the boat went down They were
badly shaken up and would not talk Onebig Indianian was blown across the barge
VJat Vas Ict C the bat and the shore
His head was run into the Mississippi
mud and when he got out there was acap of mud about an inch thick all over
his head Tho last I saw nf Iiim tiit io
he was going up the street at a twofortj gait with the mud still clinging to
bun If he is still living I would like tohear from him w hether he has got all that
mue mini out 01 ins nair yet There weiemany poor fellows blown to pieces andI don t suppose it will ever be known howmany were killed As for mvself 1 cameout of that scrape as I came out of many
others without a seratrh imi lniii
scared SALATHirL PitATEn Co H UGth
vmiu jjuioic- - UIIIO

Creole Women
Editor Xational Tribune Will you

please- - tell me something as to the origin
and ancestry of the Creole women of
Louisiana and particulaily thoe of theCity of New Orleans I lived among
them long ago and know something oftheir virtues John A Goddard 3d U
S 1S4G 4th Mass n a vnrVass

The Creole women nf Tniisnnn nomr
like the women of other parts of the
Lnited States through regular migiation
from Europe At first ncailv all the
rrencli and bpamaids who entered the
country weie men soldiers sailors pi-
rates

¬

exploreis gold hunteis otp tn
As they began to make permanent settle-
ments

¬

the desire for women became ur¬

gent and they began to send back fortheir female relatives and girls whom
they wanted to marry A benevolent so-
ciety

¬

was foimed in Paris for the pur¬

pose of supplying the men with suitable
wives Poor girls of good character
were selected and each one provided with
a chest containing a supply of needed
clothing etc and their passage paid to
New Orleans where the Governor saw
that they weie properly bestowed in mar-
riage

¬

These guls known from the box
sent with each as lilies de Caehettes
became the ancestresses of a host of theleading Creole families of the city and
State Editor National Tiibune

0
Her Point of View

What queried the very young man
can be worse than taking a kiss without

usiiig lor it
AcllHt fit O en Ulina A1 I

tillery massed in the center on the main replied the young woman who was doingroad in which position we advanced her third lesson

BOYS AKD GIRLS

IT r
GET IN OUT OF THE WET
A Genuine Natural Wood Handle 26 Inch
Umbrella with a steel rod as a premium
for selling only ls worth of our goods

WE TRUST YOU
Send no money just year name and address re
questinc us to send yon oar package ot 10 Piece
Mk Gold plated Jewelry on 30 days trial
Sell it among your friends and neighbors sendlsz
us the 1 on receipt ol whlih we will send yon tho
Umbrella We also offer rint s watches silver
set gold belts etc AlargeTistiisentwitbtiit
goods Write today Tou take no risk we take
goods back if yon cant cell them This Is a great
chance to get a handsome serviceable Umbrella
free Address

Jewelry Dept Colver Co
853 Schiller Bldg Chicago

PICKET SHOTS

From Alert Comrades Along the Whole

Line

A
THE CHI MASS AT BALTIMORE

D Cutler Commander of Georga
H Thomas lost San Francisco Cal
writes regarding the statements of Com-
rade

¬

Dickson m the issue of July lit
Comrade Dickson is right so far as ho

goes but he docs not go far enough The
Uth lost four killed nt Baltimore and 36
wounded not two killed The killed wcra
Taylor Ladd Whitney and Xeedham ell
of Cos D K I and L The last threa
were buried in Lowell and Lawrence
Mass where their companies were or-
ganized

¬

Taylors fate was very sad Ho
was a stranger to the company D- - enter-
ing

¬

the day it left Massachusetts April
Hi 1SG1 was killed on lJth and buried
in an unknown grave iu Baltimore no re¬

lations or friends ever appearing
A REBEL SHARPSHOOTER

Comrade A J Jacobs 22d Ky of e

Ky writes of his experience with
a sharpshooter during the siege of Vieks
burg lie was on a skirmish line witk
orders not to shoot unless the rebels started
the engagement It was a hot May day
and both armies were quiet except one
sharpshooter stationed about 300 yards
from Comrade Jacobss position Th
rebel wore a white hat and on this ac
count was rather conspicuous Standing
on a cartridge box and laying his Spring-
field

¬

rifle across the embankment Com-
rade

¬

Jacobs awaited the appearance of tho
sharpshooter Comrade Jacobs and the
sharpshooter both fared at the same time
In dodging the Hash of the rebels irun
Jacobs tumbled off his box and when
tne fcergcant arrived lie was lying In a
ditch some feet from his original posi-
tion

¬

The shot stopped the rebels firing
for the remainder ot the day

THE 5GTII ILLS FIRST SCAPE

J M Dixon Co IC 5Cth Ilk Gilbert
La writes of one of his first experiences
in the army when he believes the gal-
lant

¬

old GGth 111 received its first scare
and piobauiy its last as the boys soon
b came veterans and no ordinary fotce
of the enemy would make any impression
upon them ComraJo Dixon says

We enisted in 1SG1 and drilled at
Shawneetown III then we uinved down
the river to 1aducah where we were sta-
tioned

¬

during the battle of Shiloh after
which we went to Pittsburg Lauding and
then nnder command of Gen Popa
marched toward Corinth We remember
Iope because of the 100 roenas of am-
munition

¬

he compelled us to cany
When near Farmington the 5Gth I1L

and a four gun battery I do not remem ¬

ber the name of the battery wero de-
tailed

¬

to outpost duty on the llink After
marching two or three miles we came
to an old field Licut Col Green B
Brum was in command He formed ns
on an elevation in the field and we hastily
throw- - up temporary breastworks Soon
we heard firing and a minute later wa
saw our pickets coming in on the run fol-
lowed

¬

by cavalry Then it was that we
weie scared Our artillery prepared to fire
while we got behind onr brcastsvorks Wa
could plainly see the cavalry forming to
charge us Our artillery opened up on
the cavalry but the shots went into the
timber beyond Col Kaum udviteu us ft
keep cool and fire low The cavalry
barged the artillery opened upon them

the lirst shot killing cue trooper Then
the discovery was made that both forces
earned the Stars nnd Stripes wa had
been fighting our own cavalry Thai
ended our hrst scare by which one pool
tellovv lost his life

SCATTERLSa

Walter de Sanno of Kern City GaL
writes that he was working iu Harris
burg Pa when Gen Garnett was killed
Members of the 7th Ind returned hams
by way of Harrisburg and some of tha
hoys whom Sanno knew told him that

Bud Burlingame shot Gen Garnett Ho
believes that these contemporaneous
statements should settle the question oC

who killed this Confederate General
Comrade W H Harris 3303 East 12th

street Wichita Kan has a half dollar
of 1S3G on which are cut the initials J
II 5th Iowa He would like to corre-
spond

¬

with the comrade who formerly
owned the coin

Geo M Adams Box 232 Delphos O
writes that lie enlisted Aug 11 1SG2 and
was mustered out at Camp DenUon O
in September lSGo He served in Co B
00th Ohio was a prisoner of war many
months but receives only 8 pension al-
though

¬

severely crippled by rheumatism
contracted in the service

Mrs Sam Coinptcn Middleport N X
wishes to obtain a copy of the old war
song Tho Field of Antietam

The son of a veteran living in Belle
fonte Pa wishes comrades of the 47th
N Y to write up their campaigns in
North Carolina particularly operations in
and around Wilmington He would like
also to hear from comrades of the 108th
N Y 140th N Y and Sth N Y Cav
through The National Tribune

L W Adkins Sergeant Co B 122d
N Y Ilepublic Wash claims the hon
or of firing the last shot on the extreme
light at the battle ot Gettysburg After
the-- lighting had ceased and the rebel lino
had withdrawn three oQlcers jumped upon
a rock in plain sight of Comrade Adkins
who fired at the center man whose uni-
form

¬

showed him to be a general officer
He believes be hit the otllcer perhaps
killed him Comrade Adkins would like
to hear from the two men who loaded
guns for him that day

M G Biirkholder Co G S2d Ohio
Ligonier Pa wishes to hear from mem-
bers

¬

of Co G S2d Ohio through The Na-
tional

¬

Tribune
W II IJobeits Co F 3d Ohio Car

Mountain Home Ailc asks why mem-
bers

¬

of his legiment do not write
J B Knapp of Toledo O whose

father Henry J Knapp seiveil in Co
B 3d Ohio Cav writes that he has been
reading The National Tiibune but sees
nothing from members of the regiment
He w lshcs that some 3d Ohio cavalryman
would write a history of the regiment

Itobert Pence Co I 01st Ohio Laurel
Ohio writes that he was acting as team-
ster

¬

of the Second Brigade the day that
Sheridan made his famous ride to Cedar
Creek and that the General passed him
when near the battlefield He rodij a
black horse which was covered with
foam which may have given rise to the
impression that the animal was a white
or gray 1

V


